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Section 3.—The Native Peoples of CGanada

The Indians*

More than 210,000 Canadians are registered as Indians by the Department of Citizen-
ship and Immigration. Registered Indians include all persons descended in the male line
from a paternal ancestor of Indian identity, who have chosen to remain under Indian
legislation. They are grouped, for the most part, into 558 bands and occupy or have
access to 2,267 reserves or settlements having a total area of 5,975,647 acres.

26.—Indian Land in Reserves and Number of Bands, by Province, as at Mar. 31, 1965

Province or Territory Bands Reservest Total Area
No. No. acres

Prince Edward Island. . .......ooiiiiniiiiiiie i 1 4 2,741
NOVE BOOBIR o carssrscsarssarmsarsasssonmierssstssssorises e ssavases sherssumssins arssarssarams:sisimssimissasess 11 38 25,571
NoW Bruh8Wick. . ... 0055555 85 85 e 05805 firmm in 5,405 405,005 S50 00 4008 15 23 37,655
Quebee............ 41 39(13) 188,178
Ontario..... e e e 112 169(4) 1,539,873
Manitoba............ i s v o5 < o 51 101 522,351

Saskatchewan....... s el s s 87 123 1,224,583
Alberta 41 96(4) 1,607,400
British Columbia.... 190 1,621 820,404
411300 T =1 3 37 " A P 13 25(25) 4,784
Northwest TerritoTien .. v wu we va o 5 0 o o6 o a8 o6 w00 G o5 win ora 530 353 s <o o0 16 28(28) 2,107

TOCANS  ocnoss 55 w5 s 50 s 5 w38 6 955 95 6 5 906 636 W66 0% 6 S5% 9 g g % e 558 2,267(74) 5,975,647

hl Figures in parentheses indicate the number of Indian settlements, which are not officially reserves, included
in the totals.

Some 26 p.c. of the registered Indians reside away from reserves. This portion
includes those in the Yukon and Northwest Territories, for whom reserves have not been
set aside. Many Indians, both on and off reserves, have specialized in various professions,
trades and agricultural pursuits and others have found employment in a wide range of
occupations and fitted into the economy of the areas in which they live. Some 290 Indians
are employed by the Indian Affairs Branch of the Department of Citizenship and Immi-
gration, 109 of them as teachers. In the northern and other outlying areas, hunting,
fishing and trapping remain an important means of livelihood for Indians.

Apart from special provisions in the Indian Act, Indians are subject to all laws of
general application. They are liable for taxation of property held off a reserve and for
any income they earn off a reserve. They may vote in federal elections on the same basis
as other citizens and in provineial elections where the electoral laws of the province permit.
Indjans are free to enter into contractual obligations and may sue and be sued. However,
their real and personal property situated on a reserve is exempt from seizure except on
suit by another Indian.

A Departmental census of Indian population is taken every five years and the numbers
recorded at the three latest censuses—1949, 1954 and 1959—are given in Table 27; the
figures for 1960-64 are taken from band membership lists kept for administrative purposes
by the Indian Affairs Branch.

* Revised in the Information Division, Department of Citizenship and Immigration, Ottawa.



